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Personal Digital Assistants

A Major Step in the Transfor.
matlon of the LIS Military

Tha US miltary & guckly irins-
fonming mself to meet the damands
ol & dig#tal warlg, In crder 1o com-
plete ths ransformaton, the mik-
tary will have ko discoeer a way for
ingividuals 1o gain emmadiaie ac-
CORS 10 veluminous amounts of in-
formation. Fegardiess of military
spRcially, Space and s requins-
miants demand that il niormation
ba digised and mmedisley
ahareatds, avalloble and ranapon-
oie, Lagtop compulers vsed bo-
dany are 100 bullyy, heavy Brd aum-
barsooma o usa in the feid,

Hand-held personal computers,
o.k.a. pesanal dighsl sssislants
{POvAE], cifer o soluticn that can be
implsmantsd now, POAS ara wide-
by availanie, a5y 10 w5, ralasively
durabsie, reasonably priced and
powertul enough 1o run madified
warsions of Lodey's most widely
used peograms - Word, Excel,
PowesPoint, ete. The ated) ganer-
ation of PDAS nunning Palm OS5 5
and Pociat PG 2002 are a5 power-
Inil 1% SEERtoE GOMPpUters warng on-
Iy I e yidilrs B0 Acdiianally, n-
Formatan can be winslesshy shared
Catwesn PDAG.

Thie LIS military's desire o pur-
chasa off-tha-shal software caps-
laliked o8 1hi Boftwa Industny’s
Cresbive Eslents, snd achnowleag-
84 thal mdividuals have basn purs
chiasing end etfeciively using com-
mercial software in thes miltary
dulias for many years. Fragrams
purchased ore typscally lowelo-
rrioderately prced and sasy o rum
Somenesacte anly onithe POA whil
olhers uliise lhe capahiifies of
both FCs and POAS.

The mare pidvanced programs
P Eharing of inlormation aither
throwugn the PDA'S baaming lune-
tion or gther wirsless adity, inag-
dition to sharing data by copying
PC liles

Orw  such program (8 ihe
Leader's aBook by Warior Solu-
saxys. Thes program has taken the
redquited leaders noleboal and
digitisad it 80 H can reside ona PFOR
and o PC. Synding the two on & reg-

ular basis ensures 1he uter always
has tha lntest date. Inlornation can
oo shafed with oftwt Leacor's
eBook ues by beaming o
threugh & shared PC. The program
eltactively ebminales three fo five
pounds tras ke Bader would have
o Camy i P wana UBing a kandeopy
warsion of the same inlcemation

GPS systems are quickly be-
coming wnivarsal theocugnow the
military and are required for ihe
mosl junior lader. POAS now
beant the abiity Lo have a GPS
ayMlam o0 Dodrd Uhdugh  Lhe
hardwan's expansion pods, and
futung PDAs will have GPS systems
imbedsed b the hardware itsalf,

With the alility to camy large
amownts of dath, Securty may baa
congorm, Few commeecial pro-
grams hawve  built-in encryption,
ralying inssad on the password
protacticn vailaoie wihibe PDA's
ragidant sofwarg, Aodtonal png-
taction is avalable 1hough come:
mergia! programs that ofer the
same kevel of encryption asused by
ihit vafious governmoental agon:
clag.

The US mulitary has recognised
the capasdities of PDAS. Newly
commissicnad ensigns have re-
ceived Fias sinco 1985 and sail-
ars canh usa thalt ship's IR porta b
downlosd or send cenalls rough
e Bhip"s sarvars, Newly commis-
sianed 2nd Lisutanants fram West
Peint recesve FOWS, and marny indi-
widunl BHNCOs and officers ana pur-
chiaging tham and poltware lor ise
i Khvair sty activiles. Many come
marcial FOAS with of-me-shel
sofiwane nave Dean 18Ren 1o cam-
bal b Afghanistan and kaq.

I the US mililary s ookirg to
adapl & cost-affective, sall-aone
tained, feature-nch  idosmation
syslam ihat is highly meolle, af-
Tordatibe and sasy forits eaders o
use, FOA: coupled with aff-the-
shell software ollar & kegical and
coal afecive solulion

LiCol Oke Johnzon
[UEME, Fal.)

Vico Presidant of Operatians,
Warrior Schutions

ety Techeceegy - WMILTECH - 53003




